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1CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
I.I. Background of the Study
English is a foreign language in our country.  It is also intensively used in
international communication, written English as well as in the spoken
communication. In addition, many books of science, technology, art and other
published issues uses are written in English. English is the language that must be
mastered by everyone and it is an important means of communication for
international relations. English has a very important role in the development,
education, social, communication and scientific research. English is also one of
the foreign languages in Indonesia so that it is taught in most institutions of
education. It becomes as a compulsory subject at many schools or universities
In English Language, there are four language skills to be mastered. They
are listening, speaking, reading and writing ( David, 2003: 48). Speaking and
writing are grouped to productive skills, and  listening and reading are grouped to
receptive skills. In a moment, English language teaching has been populer for
more than six decades of research and practice. It has been identified the four
skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing become the most important
parameter in the textbook or curriculum development.
One of the language skills is reading. Reading plays an important role in
our life. It is not about just read, but it needs more understanding what we have
read. Through reading, people can gain knowledge, information and pleasure, etc.
People read for different purposes, for different activities. In the United kingdom,
2Peter Westwood states  that learning to read involves setting up processes by
which the words on the page can be recognized and understood, and continuing to
develop the language processes that underlie both spoken and written language
comprehension. Both sets of processes are necessary for reading, but neither is
sufficient on its own.
At STAIN Bengkalis, many courses are taught based on the curriculum of
STAIN. One of it is reading. According to David Nunan (2003:68), reading is a
fluent process of readers, combining information from a text and their own
background knowledge to build meaning. Talking about reading, it has correlated
with comprehension, the goal of reading is comprehension. Blanton, et al (2007)
stated that reading comprehension can be defined as an active thinking process
through which a reader intentionally constructs meaning to form a deeper
understanding of concepts information presented a text.
Meanwhile, reading is an important skill to be mastered by the students.
The students need comprehension in reading course, especially reading text.
Without comprehension, it is difficult for the students. Garsia Yolanda, P (2014)
state that without comprehension, we can not accomplish our task if we do not
understand what we have read, students cannot do their homework without
reading comprehending. It is important that the learners understand what they
have read.
From point above, it is clear that the students need more comprehension
in understanding,a reading text, but to understand the reading text is not easy.
Ahmad and Hairul (2012) state that reading comprehension is a difficult process
3because the students should be able to read and write  words as well as decode the
vocabularies and recognize the meaning of the text. In addition, Rahmawati, L et
al (2014) added that learning toward a good comprehension was not an easy task
for students. The students dominantly find it difficult to comprehend the reading.
Reading comprehension has been considered to be difficult for them. The students
are not ready to analyze reading comprehension precisely.
In the learning process, especially in reading course. The success of
reading can be affected by several factors, those factors come from inside or
outside the individual of learners. Mohammad Jafre (2012) says that in foreign
language learning contexts, there are various factors that influence the learning
process such as motivation, attitudes, anxiety, learning achievements,  aptitudes,
intelligence, age, personalities, etc. To achieve reading comprehension, the
students need motivation to learn in their study. The students who have high
motivation in their study influenced the result of the learning.
Frida Nur (2012:3) said that students with high motivation preferred to
read more books, ask many questions to teachers, do the exercises, expose
themselves to English language using, trying to use their English skill to
communicate with others, or happily engages in the process of teaching and
learning English. In Addition, Grabe and Stoller (2005:199) say that motivation is
another key to be successful reading. It has an important impact on reading
development. They are further told that it is an individual trait, related to a
person’s goal and beliefs, that is observed through task persistence and positive
feelings toward an activity.
4From the theories above, it is clear that motivation is one of the factors
that influences students’ reading comprehension. Beside that another factor that
influences students’ reading comprehension is students’ attitude. Farnan (1996)
agrees that attitude directly affects reading achievement, more specifically, she
states that attitude, motivation, and interest are interrelated terms associated with
feeling, and with learners’ inclinations to learn, or in the case of reading, with
readers inclinations to read. Furthermore, Nunan (2003:22) states that motivation
and learning attitude are important predictors of achievement. It can be inferred
that students’ motivation and attitude are important factors that influence in
learning reading.
At STAIN Bengkalis, reading is one of compulsory subjects. The students
must pass reading courses. If the students do not pass in the course of reading,
they should repeat it. Based on the researcher’s observation at STAIN Bengkalis,
it was in October 2016.  When they were learning, reading course, most of
English students got into difficulties in comprehending reading text, many
students did not show good interest in the learning process and more students
viewed reading as boring activities. They did not pay attention in the learning
process.
The other information from a lecturer at STAIN Bengkalis, more students
still had low motivation, and they took longer time in doing reading exercise. In
the classroom,  the students have own their abilities in understanding of reading
text. Most of the students got difficulty in reading comprehension and answering
5the exercises, they were not active in the classroom and they did not pay attention
in the learning process. They talked with their friends when their lecturer gave
explanations about the lesson, and they had a lack of vocabulary mastery. They
did not enjoy in learning and they still got  low scores in reading exercise. It was
found out that the most important problems in reading course were their
motivation and attitude.
Based on the phenomena above, it is necessary to conduct a research
entitled: THE INFLUENCE OF STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION AND ATTITUDE
TOWARD READING COMPREHENSION AT STAIN BENGKALIS.
I.2. Statement of the problem
Reading is as an activity in our life, not only at school, but also at the other
places. So many effects we can get from reading. Likely, information, knowledge,
understanding, learning, etc. According to the curriculum of STAIN Bengkalis,
reading is one of compulsory subjects. The students must pass  reading course. If
they do not pass in the course of reading, they should repeat it. In fact, some of
students did not pass  reading course, more students still got low scores in reading
exercise and they still couldn’t comprehend the text English well.
Reading is one of the problems faced by the students, especially in
understanding text. Most students cannot understand what they have read, they
just read. They cannot comprehend the material well and more students did not
how ro determine topic sentence, main ideas, supporting details, references and
references and general structure of a text. More students regarded that reading as
boring activities and the other students said that reading course was not their
6favorite subject. Maryam Habibian, et al (2015) said that  regarding of the
importance psychological factor in the process of reading, two major concerns can
be drawn. First, reviewing the above studies in terms of reader cognition, emotion
and motivation indicated that psychological factor has a prominent impact on
students’ reading process. Having a positive attitude, self efficacy, and motivation
do not only reduce their anxiety in comprehension. Second, the role of
psychological factors is in the process of reading about the individuals’ reading
behavior.
From the statement above, it is clear that there are many factors
influencing the students to increase their ability in reading comprehension. Such
as motivation, emotion, attitude, self efficacy etc. Because of those phenomena
employed by the students at STAIN Bengkalis, some questions are needed to be
investigated. How is students’ motivation in learning, reading?; Do the students
enjoy learning reading?; Do the students have competences in reading
comprehension?; How is the students’ attitude in learning reading?; How is the
students’ ability in reading comprehension? At last to what extent is the influence
of students’ motivation and attitude towards their reading comprehension?
Each of the students has different skill in learning and has different
problems in understanding the course. Reading comprehension is an interactive
mental process between a reader’s linguistic knowledge, knowledge of the world
and knowledge about a given topic. Reading comprehension is an interactive
process in which readers interact with text as their prior experiences is activated
(Muhammad Reza Ahmadi, 2013). In addition, Ahmad and Hairul (2012) stated
7that reading comprehension was a difficult process because the students should be
able to read and write  words and decode the vocabularies and recognize the
meaning of the text.
Paris (2005) also affirms that reading is one of the greatest
accomplishments of the language learners because it is the foundation for learning
and academic achievement. He adds that developing reading skill is an important
component in learning a language, by reading, the students could enrich their
vocabulary, because by reading some texts, the readers will try hard to get the
meaning about the text.
Based on the problems and questions above, the researcher argues that it is
necessary to conduct a research entitled ‘the influence of students’ motivation and
attitude toward their reading comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis.
I.3. Limitation of the Problems
In this research, the researcher limited of the problems about the influence
of students’ motivation and attitude toward their reading comprehension of
English Education Study Program at STAIN Bengkalis. There were three
variables in this research, the students’ motivation, attitude and reading
comprehension.
The researcher investigated; the level of the students’ motivation at
STAIN Bengkalis, the level of students’ attitude at STAIN Bengkalis and the
level of students’ ability in reading comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis, as well
as influence of students’ motivation toward their reading comprehension at
STAIN Bengkalis, the influence of students’ attitude toward their reading
8comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis, and the influence of students’ motivation
and attitude toward their reading comprehension at STAIN bengkalis.
Futhermore, the researcher limited the problem on the students’ motivation
to be two points; a) extrinsic motivation; b) intrinsic motivation. The test for
students’ motivation used questionnaires in the form of linkert scale. The problem
of students’ attitude were limited on three components of attitude, those are: a)
affective attitude: b) cognitive attitude: c) behavior attitude. The test for students’
attitude used questionnaires in the form of linkert scale. The problem of reading
comprehension limited on the component of reading comprehension. There are;
identifying the topic include the best title, main subject, main topic, finding for
specific information in the text; finding for detail information in the text; finding
for interpreting text. In this research for reading comprehension test, it was used
multiple choice item in reading passage.
The subject in this research was the seventh semester students of English
Education study program at STAIN Bengkalis. The English students of the
seventh semester consisted of 40 students. The object of the research was the
influence of students’ motivation and attitude toward their reading
comprehension.
I.4. Purpose and Objective of the Study
The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of students’
motivation and attitude toward their reading comprehension of English Education
Study Program at STAIN Bengkalis. The study was conducted to fulfill the
following objectives:
9a. To find out the level of students’ motivation at STAIN Bengkalis.
b. To find out the level of students’ attitude at STAIN Bengkalis.
c. To find out the level of students’ ability in reading comprehension at
STAIN Bengkalis.
d. To investigate the relationship of students’ motivation toward reading
comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis.
e. To investigate the relationship of students’ attitude toward reading
comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis.
f. To investigate the influence of students’ motivation and attitude
toward reading comprehension at STAIN Bengakalis.
I.5. Research Questions
The  researcher formulates the problem as follows:
a. How far is the level of students’ motivation at STAIN Bengkalis?
b. How far is the level of students’ attitude at STAIN Bengkalis?
c. How far is the level of students’ ability in reading comprehension at
STAIN Bengkalis?
d. Is there any significant relationship of students’ motivation toward
reading comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis?
e. Is there any significant relationship of students’ attitude toward
reading comprehension at STAIN Bengkalis?
f. Is there any significant influence of students’ motivation and attitude
toward reading comprehension at STAIN Bengakalis?
I.6. Significance of the Study
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This study provides students’ motivation and attitude toward their reading
comprehension of students of the seventh semester in the English Education Study
Program at STAIN Bengkalis. This study obtained students’ motivation in reading
course and students’ attitude in reading course.
The researcher hopes, this research can present to contribute useful
information for English teachers to help students increase their reading
comprehension, motivation,  attitude and background knowledge during activities.
To assist the students to have more motivation in  learning, especially in reading.
This study also gets the essential information about students’ motivation and
attitude toward their reading comprehension.
The research indicated that the influence of students’ motivation and
attitude toward reading comprehension. It can be recommended and solution of
the problem faced in teaching and learning process as long research conducted
and reading is one of the skills that the students should master.
I.7. Rationale of the Study
Reading as one of daily activities, we read everyday for different purpose.
By reading, we can improve our knowledge, we can know everything that we do
not know before. Muhammad Reza Ahmadi (2013) states reading comprehension
is the construction of the meaning of the texts. Such meaning emerges from the
interaction between reader and text, between knowledge, skill and motivation of
the reader and the text which has specific intention, structure and  degree of
difficulty.
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To master reading skill, the readers need good comprehension in reading
activity. Comprehension is the goal of reading. Many of students may have
difficulty in reading comprehension include interpreting the meaning in sentences,
their background knowledges etc. Clark and Dezoya (2011) stated children read at
or above the expected level for their age hold a more positive attitude toward
reading than children read below the level for their age.  Attitude can change
everyone, to be  good or bad.
Addition, Nunan (2003) says that motivation and learning attitude are
important predictors of achievement. Motivation and attitude as predictors. Beside
that We know that reading is the important skill to students or everyone. Because
of the importance of it, the students must able be to comprehend the spoken and
written language to communicate each other. Reading skill is an important role in
teaching from the elementary school to university. That is why reading is taken as
variable in this research.
Many teachers complain that students were not active in the classroom,
especially in learning reading. They spent much time to understand of the text.
Therefore, it was important to carry out this study as a step to know students’
motivation and attitude in learning, reading, this research was very important to
conduct in order to support the development of the school especially to support
the development of reading subject and students’ ability in mastering it.
I.8. Definition of Terms
In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation in this research.
It is necessary to explain the terms in this research as follows:
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a. Motivation is excitement, interest, keenness, enthusiasm toward
learning constituents of motivation. Tengku spora ( 2012 ).
b. Define an attitude as the general feeling ( ranging from positive to
negative ) or evaluation ( good/bad ) a person has toward self, other
people, object or events. Awed Mohamed (2012).
c. Blanton, et al (2007) defines reading comprehension is an active
thinking process through which a reader intentionally constructs
meaning to form a deeper understanding of concepts information
presented a text.
